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The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the nation’s primary resource for reporting data across race/ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status has consistently reported differential achievement among major groups of students -White, Black and Hispanic (Silver, Strutchens, and Zawojewski, 1997; Strutchens & Silver, 2000; Strutchens, et al., 2004; Lubienski & Crockett, 2007).  These achievement differences indicate that inequities exist in mathematics education.  It is important for teachers and administrators to become aware of and eradicate beliefs, practices, or situations that may cause particular groups of students not to reach their full mathematics potential.

Moreover, based on the 1990 census trajectory, student populations are becoming more diverse, and the educational community must be able to meet the needs of its multicultural clientele.  Thus, it is important for mathematics educators, preservice teachers, and inservice teachers to become knowledgeable of pedagogy that utilizes students’ cultural situations to teach mathematics.  “Teachers must also be willing to use race, ethnicity, gender, and social class as lenses for examining issues, developing a critical consciousness toward social justice issues, and knowing mathematics well enough to connect it meaningfully with issues of concern to students” (Sleeter, 1997, p. 692).  

Knowledge of the cross-cultural history of mathematical concepts is also important for teachers and students.  Knowing that mathematics is and has always been studied by many cultures is an important realization for many students.  This course will focus on the issues mentioned above through the following objectives:

· Define equity and establish a theoretical foundation for achieving equity in mathematics education.

· Examine barriers to equitable outcomes for all students.

· Examine the role of culture in the learning and teaching of mathematics.

· Examine students’ mathematics achievement through equity lenses.

· Examine strategies posited to increase equity in the mathematics classroom.

