Multicultural Literature as a Context for Mathematical Problem Solving
Children and Parents Learning Together 

Observation Form


School Name:




Date:


Session #:




Facilitators:


Total Number of People:


Number of Families:


Title of the Story:

________________________________________________________________

1. Describe the setting.  Are the families sitting at tables or desks?  Is the session held in a library, cafeteria, all purpose room or classroom? Do the families appear to be comfortable?  

2. Describe the family types (two-parents and children, single parent and children, grandparents and children, etc).  List the number of each type.

3. Describe the attitudes of the facilitators.  Do they appear excited and happy to be there?  How did they set the stage for the session?

4. Describe the interactions between the facilitators and the families.  What type of questions did the facilitators ask?  Were the questions thought provoking or answer specific? Who answered the questions?  If possible, give an example of an exchange.

5. How did the parents interact with their children?  Did the parents tell their children the answers or did they help their children figure out the solutions?  Give an example of an exchange.

6. Did the facilitators use manipulatives?  If so, how did they use them?  Did the parents and their children use the manipulatives? How? 

7. Did the teachers supplement the module?  If so, how?

8. What is your overall rating of the session?  Do you feel that the session was successful?  What do you think the parents and their children gained from the session?  What did the teachers gain from the session?

